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2015 JFCS Program Highlights

More than 300 people attended the 15th annual Twin Cities Jewish Community Conference on Mental Health. 
They heard the keynote address of well-known musician Adam Levy, participated in over 20 sessions led by 
mental health professionals, and heard personal stories of struggle and triumph. The goal of the event was to 
embrace hope and erase the stigma of mental health issues. 

145 families with low incomes began working with professional home visitors to learn skills to prepare their 
children for school and life success through the Parent-Child Home Program, a two-year school readiness 
and child literacy initiative. Program growth is supported by increased financial support from the State of 
Minnesota and the continued generosity of donors and funders. 

Nearly 15,000 hot, nutritious meals were delivered directly to the doors of homebound seniors through 
the JFCS Kosher Meals on Wheels program. Bringing much more than meals, drivers develop enduring 
friendships and make sure participants are safe in their homes. 

Senior participants in the AlterCare Adult Day program were welcomed with a completely remodeled 
space. Our warm and inviting facility and dedicated staff provide respite and peace of mind to caregivers, 
knowing their loved ones are cared for with boundless compassion and days filled with friendship, laughter 
and highly personalized care. 

JFCS continued to lead in Alzheimer’s and dementia care, support and community partnership. 
L’Chaim Senior Services and AlterCare staff completed training and certification in the basics and behaviors 
of dementia through HealthCare Interactive and the Alzheimer’s Association. JFCS also provided training to 
local law enforcement and businesses. Nearly 300 people attended “Keeping the Spirit Alive,” a conference 
dedicated to caregivers and those supporting a loved one with Alzheimer’s. 

Programs for LGBTQ youth in our community, exploring Judaism and personal identity, received support 
from funds raised at a fall social event jointly planned and attended by JFCS’ NextGen, Healthy Youth-Healthy 
Communities and J-Pride program participants. 

JFCS’ commitment to resolving hunger and related issues in our community deepened through our 
Food and Basic Needs Program and innovative partnership with PRISM food shelf and thrift shop. Program 
participants received food and comprehensive services and support to help ensure food security, stability and 
self-sufficiency. Volunteers donated food, clothing and time stocking food shelves and sorting clothing and 
household goods.   

Veterans seeking employment were served by the Veterans Hiring Initiative, a partnership launched in 2015 
by JFCS and Hennepin County. Veterans receive one-on-one career readiness training and mentorship, leading 
to successful employment with Hennepin County. Access to other JFCS counseling and assistance programs is 
also available.
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Job seekers participating in JFCS Career Services enjoyed access to increased resources with the offering of 
a new online workshop, Mindful Career Strategies. This cutting-edge course provides new skills and strategies 
designed to propel the job search to a new level of success through empowerment, hopefulness and a better 
ability to cope with stress. 

Individuals seeking higher wages were assisted in advancing to career paths in the IT sector. IT Pathways 
continued its partnership with Creating IT Futures Foundation and started a new partnership with Prime Digital 
Academy, a coding “boot camp” that offers training for jobs that provide family-sustaining wages and beyond. 

The Volunteer Resources program continues to innovate, as JFCS was certified by Points of Light as 
a Service Enterprise; an organization that continually integrates volunteers and their skills throughout the 
organization to help successfully reinforce and deliver on its mission. For JFCS, this rigorous certification 
process provided an opportunity to turn the program inside out and explore new volunteer opportunities, 
partnerships and processes to bring JFCS into the future with a vibrant, exciting and sustainable volunteer 
program.

Financial Highlights

JFCS continued to receive generous financial support from the community to help fund its programs 
and services. Combined, the Give2015 Campaign and JFCS’ 27th Annual “Laugh on Their Behalf” Benefit raised 
more than $1.1 million to help support JFCS’ mission. Five new Endowment funds were established, bringing 
JFCS’ total to 275.Thousands of Mitzvah Cards (honors/memorials) are sent every year and 1,092 cards were 
ordered online this year! 


